ON THE COMMON SAYING "IT MAY
BE RIGHT IN THEORY, BUT IT WON'T
WORK IN PRACTICE !"
i
(From the essay " Ueber den Gemeinspruch :.' Das mag in der
Theorie richtig sein, taugt aber nicht fur die Praxis' " 1793.)
I.   ON   THE  RELATIONSHIP  OF  THEORY
TO PRACTICE IN STATE .LAW.
(against Hobbes)
The civil condition, regarded purely as a legal con-
dition, is based a priori on the following principles :
1.    The   freedom   of each member of society,
as a   h u m a n   b e i n g.
2.    His    equality    with every other member
as a s u b j e c t.
3.    The   independence   of each member of a
commonwealth, as a   c i t i z e n.
These principles are not so much laws which the
already established state gives,.but according to which
alone a state arrangement at all based on principles of
pure reason of' outward human law, is possible.
Therefore:
i. The freedom as a human being, the prin-
ciple of which for the constitution of a commonwealth
I express in the formula: No one can compel me to be
happy in his way (how he imagines the welfare of other
people), but each one may seek his happiness in the
way that seems good to himself, as long as he does not